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briefs 

S f a f f College 
Phases I , I I I , V of Ft. Leaven-

i's Command and General 
College course are being of-

l in Stuttgart. Interested ofTi-
can contact Mark Sheidler, 

4JO-7309. or Mike Noll, 420-
«05/6592. 

Blood Drive 
The Ludwigsburg subchapter of 

^ German Red Cross is conduct-
mg a blood drive on Oct. 30 be-
•imn 1:30 and 7 p.m. at the Elly 
Heuss-Knapp Middle School, 
Karis Street, Ludwigsburg. 

Banks closure 
All Merchants Banks will be 

dosed on Oct. 26 for an annual 
joint staff committee meeting re
quired by regulation; and on Nov. 
I and 22 in observance of German 
holidays. The banks will be open 
on Thanksgiving, Nov. 23, from 9 
«.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 to 4 p.m. 

Trick or Treat 
Halloween wil l be celebrated 

Oct. 31 from 6 to 8 p.m. through
out GSMC. Trick-or-treaters are 
advised to go out at these times. 

Reminder 
The Greater Stuttgart Military 

Community requires that all stu
dents riding a bus to and from 
GSMC schools have a bus pass. 
Passes are obtained from the com
munity where the student resides. 

Starting today, students without 
passes may be refused a ride. Con
tact the local Installaion Coordina
tor's office to obtain passes. 

Finance services 
Check cashing and Deutsch-

mark exchanges are being pro< 
vided by the 106th Finance Group 
on Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. in the Army Recruiting 
Office at the Robinson Barracks 
shopping center. 

This service will be provided 
•mi l the Automated Teller Ma
chines (ATMS) at RB are back in 
service. All II>-card holders may 
take advantage of the service. 

Earthquake 
American Red Cross Stations all 

over Europe are accepting inquir
ies from Department of Defense 
personnel regarding the health and 
welfare of their family members in 
the San Francisco area. The Red 
Cross station wil l need the ad
dress, telephone number and as 
much information as possible. 
Most of these stations have extra 
volunteers on hand to help handle 
the calls. 

Many calls have been received 
from generous Stuttgart citizens 
who wish to help . Those cash con
tributions can tK sent to American 
Red Cross, European Area Hqs., 
APO 09154 and they should be 
earmarked "Earthquake Victims." 

Just what the doctor ordered 
pnoto bv 5t«ve ^nydar 

Spec. Alisia Miller (right) helps ^jec. Theresa Pagel, 732nd Medical Detachment at Patch Barracks, apply camou-
Hage in a recent field training exercise conducted to "get medical units out to the field and allow soldiers to work at 
their jobs in that environment," according to it. Col. Norman Raflo, Commander, 167th Medical Detachment, 
Robinson Barracks. A total of 130 soldiers from the 762nd Medical Detachment in Goeppingen, 757th Medical 
Detachment in Schwaebisch Gmuend, 574th Medical Detachment from Panzer Kaseme, 191st Medical Detachment 
in Nellingen Barracks, 29th Medical Detachment from PatfonvHle, 18th Medical Detachment in Schwaebisch Hall, 9th 
Medical Detachment from Heilbronn — along with troops from the 732nd — participated. Lt. Col. Ratio's 167th 
Medical Detachment set up the camp grounds at "Upper Echo" in the Heilbronn training area. Training was con
ducted in skills peculiar to the medical specialities, to include instruction in loading of an Ml010 ambulance, a 
veterinary seminar, patient carry, field bandaging in a triage organization, battleheld medical doctrine, suturing 
techniques, first aid and shock identification, and preventive medicine. 

Swallows slow construction at RB 
Discovery prompts plan to build man-made nests 
by Lionel R. Green 
Stuttgan Citizen 

Eighty-eight natural swallow nests 
found on Robinson Barracks prompted a 
plan by the U.S. Army and a German 
conservation group to build man-made 
nests for the tiny creatures' nest-breeding 
period in April. Remodeling of bache
lors' quarters caused the natural nests to 
come down. 

The Deutscher Bund fuer Vogelschutz 
(DBV), a German group for bird protec
tion, expressed concern to Army officials 
about the 88 natural nests found on Rob
inson Barracks. Buildings 190, 189, and 
194 had more than 25 nests under its 
eaves. 

Ongoing construction during the latter 
part of the swallows' breeding season, 
stopped for three weeks to let the birds 
breed. 

It was then decided to follow Patton-
ville's plan of five years ago. 

In 1984, the Army was constructing 
exterior wall insulation in the housing 
area in Pattonville when they were con
tacted by the DBV and alerted about the 
possible harm to the swallows' nests. The 
DBV said that the Army could protect 

the swallows. They identified the swal
lows and found out where they bred. The 
Army then changed its construction 
schedule to allow the maximum breeding 
effect. 

"The DBV built nests for the birds 
and donated them to us," said Michele 
Levine of the Environmental Manage
ment Office at Grenadier Kaseme. 
"When the birds finished breeding, the 
Army resumed constructing, and the 
nests were replaced so the birds would 
come back again." 

The man-made nests in Pattonville 
have worked and are being used. 

This year the DBV is again building 
nests to install in the Robinson Barracks' 
housing areas before the birds return in 
April. 

"A lot depends on the weather." Le
vine said, "construction must be partial
ly completed before April, so the nests 
can go up." 

The Army's relationship with the 
DBV basically involves information ex
change. 

"We are always willing to exchange 
factual information with the DBV." said 
Levine, "because they are experts in the 
field of nature." 

The tiny Mehlschwalben. a breed of 

swallow with a white marking on its 
chest, is not an endangered species, "but 
their population has diminished in urban 
areas in recent years," said Levine. 

The swallow migrates from Africa 
every April, remains here about five 
months, and then returns in September. 

"Perhaps the most remarkable thing 
about the swallows is that they leave and 
come back to the same place every year,'* 
Levine said. 

The swallows have three breeding pe
riods between April and September, and 
German law protects them during their 
prime breeding periods. Levine added. 

"When the birds come back, they'll 
look for their old nests and find the man-
made nests. Hopefully accept them," Le
vine explained. "Otherwise, they may 
leave and never come back." 

Levine said that the swallows can be a 
small nuisance, but that's taken in con
sideration when the nests are installed. 

"We do consider the people," she said. 
"The nests are placed so the bird drop
pings will drop away from windows. 

"Some people think they're a nuisance 
because they sing a lot," but Levine feels 
that people need to be tolerant of the 
birds. 


